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The regular Annual Meeting of the Electrical Inspectors Association 
held on February 25th at the Copper Kettle in New Westminster enjoyed a 
somewhat larger crowd than usual. 	As evidence of the general satisfaction 
of the membership in the members of the executive, almost all of them were 
returned for another term. 

President 	Alfie 	Pietracupa, 
vice-president Rick Porcina and 
directors Al Horwell and Tom Gardner 
are all returning for another term in 
office. The big changes are in the 
secretary's job where Dave Jackson now 
replaces George Ward and on the 
directors' roster where Dave Fitger 
replaces Dave Hansen. 

Dave Jackson is not new to the 
executive, having served in the 
capacity of secretary until 1982 when 
George Ward took over the job. Dave 
worked hard as general chairman of the 
EIA display at SHOWPLACE in B. C. 
Place last April and has been a very 
active participant in many of the 
association's other activities, like 
the last seminar on the Code. He is 
welcome back to the "table." 

Before 	introducing 	the 	new 
members of the executive, Alfie 
sincerely thanked the two retiring 
executive members -- George Ward and 
Dave Hansen, for their hard work on 
behalf of the Association. 

One special 	feature 	of 	the 
meeting was the awarding of a Life 
Membership to Al Luck, retiring 
head of the Electrical Safety Branch 
for the Province of British Columbia. 
In expressing his thanks for the 
honor, Al said he had always thought 
of retirement as the light at the end 
of a long tunnel -- then suddenly the 
walk through the tunnel is ended, and 
the day has arrived. 
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GRAHAM GUEST SPEAKER AT ANNUAL 
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Members in attendance at the EIA 
annual meeting learned about new 
developments in home construction when 
they were addressed by W. J. (Willis) 
Graham, of Enco Developments Ltd. 

Assisted by slides and diagrams, 
Graham outlined the "R2000 home" -- a 
building concept that uses existing 
technology to provide a super- 
comfortable, super-energy-efficient, 
affordable home. 

Graham, 	who 	has 	spent some 
fifteen years in the construction 
business, as a general contractor, 
designer and general engineer, told of 
the work done by the Home Building 
association to find a way to reduce 
energy costs on single family homes. 

Now they have been able to reduce 
the costs by about 80% by making minor 
changes. At present there are about 
15 to 20 different styles of 
construction using the new methods. 

He mentioned catchy items like a 
house in Victoria being heated by 
light bulbs only and one house heating 
for $3.40 per month. 

Although Canada has been a world 
leader in energy-efficient housing, 
technology changes so rapidly that 
there must be constant research to 
find the most practical ways of 
building new houses to meet new 
realities. 

The R2000 is designed to keep the 
energy in, the air fresh and the noise 
out. To do this it has much, much 
more insulation than other homes. 

It starts with full-length base-
ment wall insulation. Then it builds 
thicker walls to make room for extra 
insulation and usually a double dose 
of insulation for attics and ceilings. 
Even the doors can be insulated to 
keep in the heat. 

Weather 	stripping and caulking 
doors and windows is used to stop 
escaping air. Extra care is taken to 
eliminate drafts and stop moisture 
from entering the walls. In effect 
the home becomes practically airtight. 

Whenever 	possible 	homes 	are 
designed to have their large windows 
facing south -- where the sun is warm 
and direct. Small windows are made to 
face north, where the sun is indirect 
and less warm. Windows are double and 
often triple-glazed to keep the cold 
out and the warmth in. 

Featured 	is 	a 	controlled 
ventillation system which circulates 
the air evenly throughout the house 
and averages the temperature. In 
most cases, the heat recovery devices 
can extract as much as 75% of the 
heat from stale exhaust air, and use 
it to pre-warm incoming fresh air. 

Extra costs, according to figures 
supplied by Graham, are not that 
great. Comparative figures indicate an 
initial 	construction difference of 
$5000 over the conventional 	home, 
while heating costs annually appear as 
$225 for the R2000 as against $900 for 
the conventional home. 

It is said that the homes in our 
province are the most "leaky" anywhere 
in Canada, making it sound like a good 
Idea to go this extra distance in 
getting the most out of heating money. 
However, in light of the much more 
temperate climate in this province, 
and particularly the probable higher 
construction costs here (when 
considering the 15 inch thick walls), 
questions occurred to various members 
present. 
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HAVE YOU FORGOTTEN TO PAY YOUR DUES? 



3 
CliAiE E OF DIRECTORS I 1 ELECTRICAL SAFETY BRAM 

James 	M. Hill, 
P. Eng. is the new 
man who will now sit 
behind the director's 
desk at 601 West 
Broadway. He was 
the successful candi-
Jate for the positioA 
vacated. His appoint-
ment took effect on 
February 25, 1935. 

James 	Hill's 	qualifications 
include a B.Sc. and a Ph.D. in 
Engineering, supplemented by special 
management training including Business 
Administration and Professional 
Management. 

He brings to the position several 
years of progressive successful branch 
director's experience in related 
fields in 	both the 	federal 	and 
provincial 	public service. He has 
held senior engineering and management 
positions 	in 	private 	industry, 
including 	computer 	science 
corporations and electrical public 
utilities. 

Hill is not a stranger to the 
coast. Prior to his move to Alberta, 
from whence he came to his new post, 
he worked with the provincial govern-
ment of British Columbia for some six 
years. He says the move to Alberta 
never was complete and he did con-
siderable commuting. Now he has 
settled with his wife and two boys 
at Dollarton. 

He likes racquet sports and, like 
so many association members, is a 
great "do-it-yourselfer". There 
should be plenty of opportunity here 
not only to do such projects but talk 
about them with the other members who 
share his interests. 

Al Luck, long time head of the 
Electrical Safety Branch for the 
Province of British Columbia, retired 
from active public service on February 
28, 1985. 

As noted elsewhere in this issue, 
he was suitably honored by his fellows 
in the Electrical Inspectors 
Association at their Annual Meeting on 
February 25, when he was given a Life 
Membership in the Association. 

Al joined the 	staff of 	the 
provincial government office in 
April of 1967 and now, after this 
long service, he is looking forward 
to being able to get on with "doing 
his own thing." 

Now he will have more time for 
his wife and four children, but more 
to the point, he can now address him-
self to that long list of things to do 
that has been there in the background 
for ages. In fact, he says that he has 
five years' worth of projects waiting 
for him, not to mention his hobbies of 
photography and ham radio. 

If he follows the pattern of 
other recently retired association 
members he will shortly be so busy he 
wonders how he ever had time to work 
every day. 

Whatever he does, he does with 
the full good wishes of his confreres. 



PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
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I wish to thank all the members 
of the Association for the confidence 
they have shown in returning me to the 
position of President. I welcome the 
return also of a number of those who 
served on the executive last year. 

My sincere thanks are also given to 
George Ward who served so ably in the 
position of secretary, and to 
Dave Hansen who has been a director. 

It is evident from the comments 
at the meeting that simplification of 
the Code is a concern of most members. 
The work is only in the preliminary 
stage at the moment, but there will be 
talks with the C.S.A. and others in 
the months to come. 

Please remember that I am always 
available when members have ideas or 
even complaints. Out of constant 
communication comes a healthy, useful 
organization. 

BIG REPLACEMENT JOB AHEAD 

One of the big jobs ahead for the 
newly elected executive of the 
Association is finding a replacement 
for Fred Moore, the treasurer for 
these many years. At the Annual 
Meeting Fred made the announcement 
that he will relinquish his job at the 
end of the present year's work. 

	

In Fred's case, this is 	not 
simply a matter of picking up the 
money paid at meetings and paying 
the bills. In all but name he has 
been truly a "general factotum" doing 
all the jobs ordinarily assigned to an 
executive secretary. 

He telephones everyone before a 
meeting, to make sure they turn out -- 
sometimes, in urgent cases, doing it 
twice. He makes arrangements for 
meeting places, settling matters of 
menus, availability of coffee breaks 
and so on. Because he is so efficient 
in collecting the money and badgering 
members to identify themselves with 
stickers, nobody really understands 
just how much work he does -- and he 
loves every minute of it. 

If Fred really meant it (and he 
certainly seemed to) one wonders 
which other member it will be who, 
before too long, will make himself 
known to the executive as being 
anxious to handle the money, 	pay 
the bills and 	whatever. 

DAVE FITGER  

The election of David Fitger to 
the executive of the Electrical In-
spectors Association is an example 
of one of the new breed of upwardly 
mobile young people. 

At 31 years of age, Dave has 
already been elected president of the 
Varden Lodge of the world-wide 
organization of Sons of Norway. At 
the most recent meeting of the Lodge 
held at the Copper Kettle, plans were 
formulated for a big international 
celebration of the Lodge's 75th 
anniversary, coinciding with Expo 86 
to be held in Vancouver. 

	

Dave has 	been an 	electrical 
inspector with the Municipality of 
Surrey for five years. When he became 
an inspector he was the youngest 
person to obtain a certificate in the 
province of British Columbia. 

He is married with two children, 
a boy 3 years and a girl of 6. He 
lives in the Mary Hill district of 
Port Coquitlam where he gets his 
exercise and fellowship playing floor 
hockey one night a week. 

A real British Columbian, born in 
Kamloops and educated in Vancouver, 
Dave has been a member of the EIA for 
five years. He should be a welcome 
and active addition to the executive. 


